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Greetings Dream Family. I hope this note finds 

you in great spirits as we embark on a new 

chapter at “I Have A Dream” North Chicago. If 

you have followed us through the years, you 

know that we are a long term, age-specific 

program. We serve a group of students 

(Dreamers), and follow them through high 

school graduation and beyond. Our Dreamers 

have now entered high school. As cliche as it 

may sound, I truly do not know where the time 

has gone.  Although I am excited to learn of the 

endless possibilities in store for the Dreamers, 

admittedly, I do not want to accept the 

inevitable-teenage years. Sure I am proud of 

their independent spirit, and their sure-to-follow 

lack of availability to fit me in their schedule due 

to conflicting school activities. But I have come 

to count on them, as much as they have me. 

There is nothing like an influx of students 

needing to tell you about the latest and greatest 

happenings of the day, to make one feel needed 

and appreciated. Now I don’t always fully 

appreciate these implications when I have 15 

kids surrounding me at once, but it certainly 

helps to reflect and put things into perspective 

every once in awhile. Although the face-to-face 

communication may now be shortened 

significantly, they will be cherished all the same. 

For I know that this will help prepare me for the 

Dreamer withdrawal I am sure to experience in 

the not-so-distant future when they are off to 

college. If you are wondering why I mention 

college, when the Dreamers have barely entered 

high school, or are saying to yourself “We’ve 

still got time yet, let’s just get through this first 

year of high school.” Let me just say that it is 

important to note how dedicated we are to 

getting our students, to and through college. 

Dreamers know that their freshman year of high 

school, is critical. One could argue that is their 

most important year of high school. Because of 

this, we are very focused on helping to make 

sure that all Dreamers have the necessary 

resources to help them make the most of their 

high school career. What better time to start, but 

the very beginning.

 

_Janae Denton

Project Coordinator

Dreamer Trip to 
Washington, D.C.
This past summer, all of us Dreamers 
went to Washington, D.C. for our 8th 
grade graduation trip. This was a very 
enlightening experience. Most of us had 
never been to Washington, D.C. so we 
were in awe when we drove past the city 
at night. We were there for five days, and 
each day had a very historical building or 
monument to visit. We saw the Lincoln 

Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, 
Washington Monument, Capitol, 
Pentagon, and many more places. We 
traveled everywhere in a tour bus. From 
Neal School to D.C. was a fourteen hour 
bus drive. After the long journey we 
checked into a hotel. Everyday was very 
long and we couldn’t wait to lay on a 
bed. We visited the Museum of Crime 
and Punishment. They film America’s 
Most Wanted there, and it had lots of 
information about infamous criminals. 
We had an unforgettable time.

    -Miguel Martinez

North Chicago 
Dreamers as Leaders
This year Civic Leadership Foundation 
(CLF) will facilitate its second year of 
sessions with the Dreamers. As part of a 
five year commitment to developing the 
Dreamers' leadership skills, this year will 
shift from last year's focus on critical 
thinking, reading, and discussion skills to 
social entrepreneurship activities and the 
Dreamers' development of their own 
social ventures for North Chicago. The 

Dreamers 
will use 
the skills 
they 
gained last 
year to 
create and 

launch campaigns, clubs, and other 
initiatives in North Chicago. They will 
work hard in small groups to devise and 
carry out their plans and will appear 
before a CLF Panel to request the funding 
needed for their budgets. Eventually, the 
Dreamers will involve their peers, 
families, and friends in their multi-year 
ventures. Clearly a talented group of 
young leaders, the Dreamers are 
prepared for the challenging and exciting 
opportunities ahead.

Adar Cohen

Civic Leadership Foundation

Supporter Spotlight
Adam Kaplan has been a constant fixture 
in the life of four lucky Dreamers. For 
four consecutive summers, Adam’s 
leadership as Director of Camp 
Nebagamon in Wisconsin has helped to 
provide scholarships to Dreamers 
Roberto and Jaime Salazar, Jazz Johnson, 
and Miguel Martinez. This month-long 
“campership” provides an opportunity 
for Dreamers to experience the great 
outdoors. “I did so much swimming and 
sail boating!” says Dreamer Jazz Johnson. 
“My counselors were so fun and down to 
earth. Jazz credits Adam for helping this 
past summer being such a memorable 
one. Thank you Adam.

Miguel Martinez is a freshman at 

North Chicago Community HIgh 

School


